Starting Reception
September 2021

Welcome to all parents and carers.
At Archibald Primary School we want your child to feel confident,
happy and secure when starting school and hope this power point
answers any questions, worries and fears you may have so that you
feel confident when they start school.
To help you to understand the new curriculum that your child will be
covering in Reception.
To understand how we teach in order to cover the requirements of
the new curriculum.
To identify the key ways in which you can help your child at home
and in school.

The Staff in Reception
Reception Teachers
Mrs Verheyen Class 1
Miss Robinson Class 2
Reception TA’s
Miss Rose
Miss Dunning
Mrs Zaman

Start and end of school arrangements

Due to the year groups having to have staggered starts and finishes,
The times for Reception in September are 8.30am – 2.40pm. The
doors are opened at 8:30am. Staff will meet your child on the
playground and the parent or carer are encouraged to hand over at
this point.
The register is taken at 8:45am and any pupils arriving after this time
should enter school through the main reception and report to the
school office.
End of School Arrangements - Parents and carers must collect
Reception pupils from the Reception gate at 2.40pm each afternoon.
If you are not able to collect your child and another adult is please
inform the school office. Children under 16 cannot collect your child
from school.

What Is the EYFS?
The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first stage of a child’s care
from birth to five years old. It sets the standards to ensure that all children
learn and develop, as well as keeping them healthy and safe.
All schools and Ofsted registered early years providers in England must
follow the EYFS.
Also included in the EYFS are the seven Areas of Learning. They are:
• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design
At the end of the EYFS, there are 17 Early
Learning Goals that children are expected
to achieve.

Why Have the Changes Been Made?
In 2019, the government proposed changes to the EYFS. These changes
have now been made and all early years settings and schools will follow
the new EYFS from September 2021.
The aim of the changes is to improve the learning for all children and
better prepare them for the move into year 1.
To help make the right changes, evidence was looked at to find the best
ways children can be supported in developing as they grow.
The changes also hope to give children
the best start in life and set them up well
for their future.
Not all parts of the EYFS have changed,
some elements have remained the same
or similar.

Some Key Changes
There is more of an emphasis on the importance of developing
communication and language skills.
• Children should be supported in building up vocabulary by increasing
the amount of words they know and can use.
• Encourage more conversations between adults and children, but also
children and their peers.
• Good language skills are the basis for all other learning and social
interaction, so this is vital to focus on.

Some Key Changes
There is a focus on how reading stories is important to help children
develop in all of Areas of Learning.
• Daily reading of stories encourages an enjoyment of reading from a
young age.
• Lots of other learning opportunities happen when looking at books,
for example comparisons of culture or the past.
• Listening to stories develops imagination, ideas and language.
• Reading is an essential skill and so should be shown to children, as
well as practised by them regularly.
• Children are also encouraged to use story ideas in their play.

Some Key Changes
There is a focus on encouraging healthy choices overall and an
understanding of oral health.
• Required to teach children the importance of brushing teeth.
• Focus on helping children to understand which choices to make that
will help them to be healthy, for example which foods to eat and why.
• Getting into good routines from a young age is important as these
often continue into adult life.

Our topics in Reception
Autumn Term
• 1st half ~ All about Me
• 2nd half ~ Celebrations
Spring Term
• 1st half ~ Fairytales 1
• 2nd half ~ Fairytales 2
SummerTerm
• 1st half ~ Space
• 2nd half ~ Minibeasts

You can help over the school holidays in getting your child ready for
reception.
The checklist provides you with a list of the things we would like your
child to be able to do so that they are Reception ready.

Starting dates for Reception

In order to ensure that the children feel happy and settled in their
new environment, arrangements for the September transition will be
staggered. This will allow for Mrs Verheyen, Miss Robinson and the
TA’s to really get to know your child and their starting points in
smaller groups. Your child will also be able to get to know their new
teachers, new classroom and settle into school routines. You will be
informed which date your child is attending.
Start date
Monday 6th September – New children from other
settings and May, June, July and August birthdays.
Tuesday 7th September – January, February, March and
April birthdays.
Wednesday 8th September – September, October,
November and December birthdays

A typical day in Reception
8.30 am

Arrive at school, find name card and write name.
Dough Disco

8.45 – 9.00 am

Register and look at the visual
timetable for the day.

9.00-9.25 am

Carpet time – RWI phonics

9.25-11.00 am

Adult led and child initiated activities.
Indoor/Outdoor activities.
Snack Time

11.00-11.25 am

Carpet time- Literacy

11.25-11.40 am

Prepare for dinner.

11.45 – 12.45 pm

Dinner time

12.45 – 1.15pm

Register and Carpet time - Maths

1.15pm – 2.30 pm

Adult led and child initiated activities
Indoor/Outdoor Activities

2.30 – 2.40pm

Story - Home time

The first few weeks….
We will find out what the children already know and can do and
use this information to plan for your child’s next steps.

Each child has their own book “My Learning Journey” where we
keep evidence of their learning and samples of work. All staff in
the Foundation Stage use ‘Evidence Me’ on the iPads to capture
observations and photographs. These are emailed out to you
every half term.

Seesaw
Our school uses the Seesaw app to share rewards and keep you
informed about what is happening in Reception. If you haven’t got
the app please make sure you have downloaded the free app and
school will provide you with your password for your child.

Archibald Primary School - Attendance Traffic Lights
GREEN – 96% to 100% AMBER 92%-95% RED UNDER 91%

At Archibald we are working hard to improve the attendance of all
our pupils. The children who have 100% attendance (in school
everyday) they will be part of the Roary Club and at the end of each
half term will receive a special treat.
Attendance tips:
Have a clear routine each morning.
Arrange medical appointments out of school time. If this is not
possible there is no need to stay away from school for the whole
day. Pupil’s attendance is not negatively impacted if they are in
school for the start of the session before leaving to go to medical
appointments
Do not take holidays in term time. This will also avoid you having to
pay fixed penalty notices.
Only keep your child away from school if they are genuinely unwell.
Children on medication can still attend school.

Any sickness, diarrhoea, must be followed by 48 hrs absence.
Any absence requires a note or telephone call to the attendance
officer Miss Smith explaining why.
Head lice are common! Please check regularly and treat as
recommended.
Our School Nurse Assistants are available to discuss any issues and a
referral to our School Nurse can be made if required.
We have a Parent Support Advisor Mrs Walker and two Mentors in
school if you require any support or advice.

Other matters…
Uniform – White or blue polo shirt, grey skirt or trousers and blue
jumper with school logo – ALL NAMED! Uniform can be purchased
from Ross’s or from local supermarkets.

Warm coat as we go outside in all weathers!
Suitable footwear (preferably not laces).
PE kit to include navy t-shirt and shorts and plimsolls. No football
kits please.
Return book bags on Tuesday and Friday for reading books to be
changed. Book Bags are on sale in the school office to buy.
Homework handed out on a Friday – return by Tuesday.

No jewellery, nail varnish, tattoo transfers or dangly earrings.
Suitable hairstyles only. Children with long hair should have it tied
back.

If you have any worries or concerns please email or contact the
school and we will do our best to help you J
Please visit the school website to read the following:
Prospectus
Policies
Newsletters
Photographs of the Reception classes

